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THE DEEP * r * f , / 

SPACE MINERS l 

WERE ATOUGHAND f 

HARDENED BREED OF MEN * 1 

WHO BIAZED THE WAY ACROSS THE 
UNKNOWN WILDERNESS OF SPACE. THEIRS 
WAS A DANGEROUS BUSINESS, WHERE THE RISKS 
AND THE REWARDS WERE HIGH. 

SARANA LOOKED A PROMISING PLANET. IT WAS COMPLETELY DRY AND 
BARREN. EVERY SINGLE DROP OF WATER HAD TO BE SPACE-LIFTED ACROSS 
A THOUSAND LIGHT YEARS. BUT AT LEAST IT WAS HARMLESS. OR SO THEY 







AT THE EDGE OF EXPLORED SPACE WAS THE NEWIY DISCOVERED PIANET, SARANA 
UNMANNED SPACE SURVEYS HAD INDICATED THAT RARE MINERAIS WERE TO BE 
FOUND THERE BENEATH ITS TOTALLY WATERIESS SURFACE. A DEEP SPACE MINING 
TEAM HAD ARRIVED AND WERE WORKING THEIR CLAIM ... 









































THISISPURE 1- 

THYRILUUM. THE RAREST 
r MJNERAL IN THE 
UNIVERSE. WE'RE FILTHY 
'-C RICH! T-* 




EIGHT YEARS OF 
GRUBBING A LIVING, 

• AND NOW WE'VE - 
, FINALLY MADE IT! > 
























SEND THE SPYDER TO SPIN 
■» ITSWEB! -mÊÊ 


SO, K.T.O. HAVE STRUCK IT RICH! 
THEN THE TIME HAS COME TO 
MAKE MY MOVE! YOU KNOW 
' WHAT TO DO. 




















DO YOU WANT THE 
WEB SPUN ON THE 
[ ENGINE PODS, T 
T. COMEN? f' 


NO, YOU FOOL! 
IT'SONIYTHE „ 
> TANK UNIT WE 
WANT TO ^ 
* DESTROY! WITH¬ 
OUT THAT THEY’RE 
^T HELPLESS! 1 
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THE SPYDER REACHED THE TUG 
AND IT CLIMBED UP A LEG. 


THEN IT BEGAN TO CRAWL TO AND FRO 
MAKING A WEB LIKE PATTERN AU OVER 
THE BASE OF THE TANK. 








ATtAST IT FINISHED AND SAT 
MOTIONIESS IN THE CENTRE 
OF THE ' WEB ' AND BEGAN 
TO EMIT AN URGENT EgjH» 

SCREAMING WHINE. 
















































KORD IOOKED UP AND SAW THE FAINT 
GtOW OF THE ' WEB ' AND THE SPYDER IN 
THE AAIDDLE. 
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THE AlARM'S STOPPED! 
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YOU MEAN WHY DID IT START? 


\ 


THERMAL JELLY! IT'S A TRAP! 
GETOUTOF HERE. 
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FRANTICALLY THEY DIVED 
FOR SAFETY AS THE 
SPYDER DETONATED BOTH 
ITSELF AND THE THERMAl 
JELLY—BURNING THE 
BASE OUT OF THE HUGE 
TANK UNIT. 



















































JOBYOU 
US, KORD 


ANOTHERSECONDANDTHE 
WEIGHT OF WATER WOULD < 
. HAVE CRUSHEDUS FLAT! J 


LET'S SEE WHATTHE 
DAMAGE IS. ^ 
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THIS MUST BE COMEN’S 
DOING! HE WANTS TO DRIVE 
^7 US OFF THE PLANET AND < 
V STEALOUR CLAIM. J 


DRIVE i 
\ND X T 


YEAH! WITHOUT 
WATER THERE’S 
NO WAY WE CAN 
STAY.THIS ^ 
> PLANET'S l 
JJTTERLY WATER- 

\ LEss. jr: 
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WH AT DO WE DO NOW? 


WECAN'T DO THAI. WE 
KNOW THEY DID, BUT WE 
CAN'T PROVE IT. IT'S MY " 
BET COMEN HIMSELF WILl 
PAY U$ A VISIT. JT 


KORD WAS RIGHT. HARDIY HAD THEY REACHED THEIR CAMP 
WHEN A SMAll SHIP APPEARED IN THE SKY. 

/here he comes. ^ 























COME TO GLOAT HAVE 
r=== T YOU? 




'X N 


S 1: 
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GLOAT? I WAS JUST 
PASSING AND . 
X( NOTICED YOU'D 
■is. HAD A LITTLE - 
^VTROUBLE—CAN I 
r HELP? Y 
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SURE YOU CAN. YOU 
CAN GIVE US A 
MILLION GALLONS OF 
-T WATER. 


ALl RIGHT. COMEN, 
WHAT'S YOUR PRICE? 
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SHAll WE SAY A FEW 
TONS OF THYRIllIUM? 


LET'SSAY AFACEFULOFFIST 
INSTEAD, SHALL WE? r~ 


I 


wr. 
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YOU'LL SOON COME 
CRAWLING TO ME—THEN 
THE PRICE WILL BE EVERY- 
{ THING. ) -" 


ilfi 4 ! 
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THAT GREASE BALL'S RIGHT! WE'VE 
ONLY ENOUGH WATER FOR A FEW DAYS 
M HE'SGOTUS OVER A BARREL T 


MAYBE NOT! LET'S HAVE 
A LOOK AT THE ASTRO- 
-r LOG. rr: 


PUZZLED BY KORD'S GRIN, TABOR 
AND ORCA FOLLOWED HIM INTO THE 
CONTROL HUT. 

WHAT ARE ^ j E|£§§ 
V YOU DOING? J 


WHEN WE CAME INTO THIS SOLAR SYSTEM 
WEMAPPED A 1 CLOUD ' OF ASTEROIDS 
IN SOLAR ORBIT. WE IGNORED IT BECAUSE 
OUR SURVEY SATELLITE HAD FOUND THIS _ 
L PLANETW ITH ITS ENORMOUS MINERAL J 
ÏMÜÜ l POTENTIAL. 1^ 











SO. WHAT OF IT? 


' IT'S MY GUESS IT WAS THE 
DEBRIS OF AN EXPIODED 
PLANET. IF THAT'S 50, THERE'S 
A GOOD CHANCE SOME OF . 
THOSE ASTEROID5 WIU BE . 
( SOLIDICE! T—^ 


YOU COULD BE RIGHT! 


THE TUG'S DESIGNED TO TOW 
CONTAINERS. All ITS ENGINE 
' PODS HAVE EXTENDABIE 
COUPLINGS. IT’S SIMPLICITY 
r ITSELF TO FIT THEM TO AN " 
llCE ASTEROID AND TOW IT ^ 


KORD TURNED TO THE WINDOW AND 
IOOKED AT THE SPACE-TUG. 
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WELL WHAT ARE WE 
WAITING FOR? LET'S GO! 


THE ASTRO-LOG SAYS THE 
■ ASTEROID ’ CLOUD ' IS IN A 
FAVOURABLE POSTITION FOR 
INTERCEPTION. 





















WITHIN MINUTES THEY WERE 
SPACEBOUND. THE TUG FOLDED 
ITS ENGINES AND BLA5TED OFF 
AFTER THE 5COÜTER. 


HOURS LATER THEY REACHED THElR 
TARGET. THOUSANDS OF MllES 
ACROSS, THE ' CLOUD ' WAS 
COMPOSED OF ROCKS OF ALL SiZES 


PHEW! THI5 
WON'T BE EASY! 


WE'II BE ALl RIGHT AS LONG AS 
WE REMEMBER TO TRAVEL THE 
SAME WAY THE ASTEROIDS ARE 

mbêm going. 
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THEN 8EGAN A NIGHTMARE JOURNEY THROUGH THE ASTEROIDS. 
MOVING FRACTIONALLY FASTER THAN THE ' CLOUD ',THEY INCHED 
THEIR WAY ALONG, SENSORS SEARCHING FOR ICE. 


IT TOOK THREE DAYS TO GET A 
HOPEFUi. READING 


t'M GETTING A 
READING ON THE 
STARBOARD FIVE 


SENSOR 










ORCA. DOYOU 
WANT ANY HELP? 


NO THANKS. THE AUTO- 
PILOT CAN COPE EASILY 

tmr enough. ym 


THE ENGINE PODS UNFOLDED AND PRESSED - 
AGAINST THE ICE. ORCA ADJUSTED AND 
READJUSTED UNTIl THE PRECISE THRUSTING 
POSITION WAS REACHED. 




WITH THE SCOUTER IN F RONT 

they began tocreep 

CAREFULIY THROUGH THE 
MAZE OF ASTEROIDS. 


WE VE MADE IT! 


THE TIMING COUIDN'T HAVE 
BEEN BETTER! THERE'S OUR 
PIANET. 


A WEEK LATER THEY BROKE OUT OF THE ‘ CLOUO 
JUST AS ITS ORBiT MET THAT OF THE PLANET. 



26 



■■ HOLDTHE ■■ 
CELEBRATIONS! WE'VE 
GOT COMPANY—BAD 
WÉ COMPANY! M 


TWO HEAVILY ARMED CRAFT HEADED FOR THE 
SPACERS. THESE WERE SPACE MERCENARIES—MERKS— 
PIRATES AND HIRED KILLERS, WHO ROVED THE 
GALAXY. i * !SS ' \ 

X, /"dropTHE ICE.ORCA. "Ï0:0^ 

MAKE A RUN FOR IT! AHKBl 
V WE'RE GOING TO BE 
ATTACKED BY MERKS! 











THE MERK SHIPS DROVE STRAIGHT AT THE 
UNARMED SPACERS! IN VAIN ORCA TR1ED TO 
f=REE THE TUG FROM THE ICE. 
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^ ,y THEY'VE KILLED HIM! THE 
gilFILTHY SCUM! THEY USED AN 
’IéQ' IRRADIATION BEAM! 


I 




THAT JUST KILLS AND LEAVES THE 
SHIP INTACT! THEY WANT THAT - 
ICEIBüT THEY'Ll BLAST US TO . 

ATOMS! "% 
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I SEE! IF WE TURN ROUND THEY'IL 
RUSH AT US AT THAT SPEED PLUS 

L OUR OWN! IT'LL BE UKE -< 
DRIVING UP AN AVALANCHE! ) 


YOU'VE GOT THE IDEA. 
WE MIGHT AAAKE THE MERK 
■K SHIP CRASH! M 


THESE ASTEROIDS ARE All 
TRAVELLING AT ABOUT TWO 
THOUSAND MILES A MINUTE v» 
AROUND THE SUN. THEY 
APPEAR STATIONARY TO ), 
US—AS LONG AS WE 
TRAVEL IN THE SAME » 
DIRECTION. ■» 












THAT'S ONE 
FOR ORCA! 
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THEY FOUND THE ICE ORBITING THE 
PLANET—BUT ALONGSIDE THE MERK 
CRAFT WAS A COMEN SHIP. 


THEY'RE SELLING THE 
ASTEROtD TO COMEN'S 
fa SYNDICATE! M 


WECAN'TDO 
ANYTHING UPHERE. 

WE'LL LAND AND 
CONFRONT COMEN 


THAT'S COMEN'S SHIP! 


IOOKS AS IFHE'S 
BEEN EXPECTING US 






























THE TWO MERKS FELl UNDER THE SUDDEN 
ONSLAUGHT BUT ONE OF COMEN'S 
HIREUNGS HURLED A SMALL BLACK OBJECT 
TOWARDS THE TWO SPACERS. 


LOOK OUT, 
KORDiGRENADE! 
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WHAT GAME ARE YOU 
PLAYING WITH US NOW,_ 


FATSO? 


ft 


w\ 
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l'M PUTTING YOU TO WORK— 
YOU'RE GOING TO OUARRY FOR ME. 




ANDTOMAKESURE YOU KEEP YOUR ^ 
MINOS ON THE WORK, WE'VE FITTÉD 
EXPLÓSIVE DEVICES IN YOUR HELMETS! 4 
STOP WORK FOR TWO SECONOS, THE 
DEVICES ACTIVATE AND... BOOMF! „ 
l’M LEAVING THE MERKS TO LOOK AFTER 
YOU. THEY'LL CALl ME WHEN YOU'RE 
TIRING —I WOULDN'T UKE YOU TO “ 
’ LEAVE ' WITHOUT SAYING GOODBYE TO 
“-r YOU! r-=— 
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I WAGER THE DARK-HAIRED 
ONE TIRES FIRST! 


w/ 


M'Y MONEY'S ON 
THE ONE CAllED KORO! 




THE HOURS DRAGGED BY. KORD FELT HIS 
CONCENTRATION SUPPING. HE KNEW 
THEY COUIDN'T LAST MUCH IONGER. 


^ MUST FIND A WAY OUT,.. 
CAN'T TURN LASERS... AROUNO 
I TO GET ... THEM ... WAIT ... 
^—4 LASERS ARE LfGHT ... 


WA 
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IT WAS THE WORK OF SECONDS FOR KORD TO RELEASE 
HIMSELF FROM THE NOW HARMIESS HELMET AND FREE 
TABOR. 














AND WE’lt TAKE A COUPIE 
OF THESE ENERGY CANNON 



SfdC; 


HURRYUP. THE SOONER 
WE’RE OUT Of HERE THE 


BETTER 


THEN THEY WERE IN THE HOVER-BUG AND STREAKING ACROSS THE DESERT TO 
THE FAR OFF MOUNTAINS THAT DIVIDED THE IR CLAIM FROM COMEN'S. 


WE'VE NO AlTERNATIVE 
NOW. WEU HAVE TOGET 
BACKTOOUR CAMP AND 
SEND A MAYDAY CAPSULE 
-T FOR HELP, 1-* 


IT WILL BE MONTHS BEFORE 
GALACTIC MARSHALLS CAN 
1 -1 GETHERE. T~~ 
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//THERE’S ONLY A DAY'5SUPKYOF 
WATER IN THE SURVfVAt BOX. 


& 
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THEN WE*VE GOT TO GET TO 
OUR CAMP! SUT FIRST WE'VE 
GOT TO GET THROUGH THESE 
- MOUNTAINS. 
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AS THEY OROVE THROUGH THE 
UNCHARTED AND UNEXPIORED 
MOUNTAIN RANGE, THE 
SPACERS HAD TO BtAST A ROUTE 
ClEAR TIME AND AGAIN. 
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HOW MUCH FURTHER 
TO GO, TABOR? 


I RECKON ABOUT ANOTHER 
TWENTY MILES OF MOUNTAINS 
L BEFORE THE DESERT PLAIN. 


THEY FEIL INTO A DEEP, EXHAUSTED SLEEP FROM 
WHICH KORD WAS AWAKENED B Y A CUR I OUS 
GRATfNG SOUND. 
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TABOR! WAKE UP! SOMETHING'S 
ATTACKING THE HOVER-BUG! 


m 
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I 
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WH AT IN SPACE ARE THEY? 


f.n. 






I DON'T KNOW! BUT BLAST THEM 
BEFORE THEY WRECK THE BUG— 
THEY'RE EATINGIT! 


I 
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IT'S A CRYSTAUINE UFE FORMi ANO 
IT MUST HAVE A SYSTEM OF CRYSTAIS 
ter WORKING THOSE TEETH. T?oS 


YOU'D BETTER HAVE A LOOK AT 
THE BUG, KORD. I'M AFRAIO irS 
A WRITE-OFF! tej 


THEY DON'T BIEED— 
THEY JUST SPLINTER! 


BUT THEY DIE JUST THE 
7=^1 SAME! X5a 
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PHEW! THEY'VE EATEN 
HALF OF IT AWAY! „ 


BUT THEY'VE ONLY GONE FOR 
THOSE PARTS WITH IRON IN THEM! 


THEY SET TO WORK STRIPPING THE BUG OF USEFUL 
ITEMS. AS DAWN BROKE A HORDE OF THE CRYSTAL 
CREATURES RUMBLED SWIFTLY TOWARDS THEM. 
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SSatfcV 

"•jürria* , 
•infU«:wiW-k ' 

Ei rfïïlCT. 
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IOOK AT THEM 
EATING THAT 
BUG—AND THIS 
PLANET IS 
SUPPOSED TO BE 
7 LIFELESS! 


OURSATEU.ITE SENSORS 
DIDN'T RECOGNtSE THAT AS A 

trrrt formofufe. nö 


GOT TO HAVE 
w WATER. 


NONE IEFT, TABOR, WE 
MUST KEEP GOING. _ 
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KORD PAUSED TO CHECK THE AUTOCOMPASS HE'D 
TAKEN FROM THE BUG. THERE CAME A LOUD ' CRACK 
AND HE IOOKED UP TO SEE A SHOWER OF SMALL 
ROCKS ERUPTING FROM A LARGE ROCK. 


LOOK OUT! THAT ROCK 


ARRGHITHEY'RE 

DIGGINGINTOME! 
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BUT TABOR DIDN'T ANSWER. HE 
STARED IN DISBEIIEF AS A HORDE OF 
THE CRYSTAL C REATU RES SWARMED 
INTO 


THEY'VE BEEN FOLLOWING US! RUN 
"TI FOR IT! THEY'RE AFTERXTTïj 
r OUR BLOOD! JSTxM 
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__ITHEY ATE THE IRON PARTS OF THE BUG,}—. 

REMEMBER? IRON'S FOOD TO THEM—AND OUR 
BODIES CONTAIN IRON! WE'Ll NEVER SHAKE < 
[.THEM OFF! BUT WE CAN MOVE FASTER THAN ) 

w mmmmB m they canit— m-; 



























AS THEY GOT NEARER THEY REALFSED 
SOMETHING WAS WRONG. TAKING A ZOOM 
VIEWER FROM HIS PACK, KORO EXAMINED THE 

scene. vs «mrfa’*'' 














WE CAN'TGO BACK, OUR CRYSTAL 
FRIENDS ARE RIGHT BEHINDT' 




ƒ THEN WE'LL HAVE TOl 
SNEAK UP TO THE CLAIM 
> AND TRY TO SEND A 
' DEEP-SPACE MAYDAY ’ 
k ROCKET AS PLANNED. > 


ar 






'\ 


BUT BEFORE THEY REACHED THE CLAIM A MERK SHIP 




STREAKED BY—ITS FISSION GUNS BLASTING AT THE COMEN 
TRANSPORT. ...A*. 
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THËY'RE ATTACKING COMEN! 






























NOW YOU WORK FOR ME, COMEN! YOUR 
MEN PUT THYRILIIUM IN MY SHIP OR I 
. LIQUIDISE YOUR BRAINS!' 



»N THE CONFUSION KORD 
AND TABOR SNEAKËD INTO 
THE CAMP. 


THE CRYSTOES ARE ONIY A 
SHORT DISTANCE AWAY ... 
AND THERE'S HUNDREDS OF 
> t THEM! T-7- 
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w NEVER M1ND HOW, TE tl THEM WE'RE t 
FRIENDIY 8EFORE THEY BLOW US APART* 


THE ASTEROID T r-;£N SAW A LAFGE SF ACE CPa^T. 


GAtACTIC 
MARSHALLS! 8UT 
HOW? 







TABOR QUICKIY MADE CONTACT 




^IWE'VE BEEN TRAILING TWOMERK ^ 
SHIPS FOR MONTHS. BUT LOST THEM. 
s WE WERE JUST ABOUT TO MAKE A 
f TIME-JUMP WHEN WE PICKED UP A < 
i DISTRESS CALL. WE TRACKED IT TO \ 
THAT SPACE TUG WHERE WE FOUND 
. T THE BODY OF YOUR FRIEND. 


WE DON'T UNDERSTAND 
ÏHOW YOUGOTHERE.-I 


IN HIS DYING SECOND HE SENT OUT 
A DEEP SPACE ALARM CALL. IN < 

(the excitement neither you or l 

=7—r THE MERKS NOTICED IT. ^ 

























VOON'T BE SO SURPRISED—I V 
FOLLOWED YOU ON BOARD. AND 
. NOW IT'S TIME YOU FOLLOWED, 
-r YOUR FRIEND! TgSSZT: 


RELEASE THEM, COMEN, OR 
WE U MELT THE ENTIRE SHIP 
--r AND YOU WITH IT. WX 


IT'S A DEAL PUT THEM IN A 
FERRY AND WE'LL GIVE YOU 
"r A LIGHT YEAR'S START. 


VERY TOUCHING! 
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AS THE FERRY DOCKED, 
COMEN POWERED OFF 
INTOSPACE. 


W l'M A RICH WANTED MAN. 1 
THERE'S ALWAYS A HOME FOR 
*A RICH MAN SOMEWHERE.-fl 


YOU WON'T GET FAR 
► COMEN, YOU'RE A • 
WANTED MAN NOW. 









mm 


WW 


HE'S RIGHT! I HATE TO SEE HIM 
?* GET AWAY WITH IT AFTER^ 
?! EVERYTHING HE'S DONE. M 


WHAT DO YOU MEAN? 


























ThrPE WAS' *H: H JLl RUPT . RED' AiR E/PtODED MO THE VAOJMN Or SPACE! 

THE S-iF 5Pi.iT AlONG A TH Cü SA ND SEA//S BlASTfNG TS iNSIDES OUT ACROSS A 
ON VUES OF S^ACE* DESTRUCTtCN V/AS TOT AL * > % • •' •* m \ü " 


AS WE tEFT THE MERK SHIPI 
SAW S^VERAL CRYSTOES ON 
' THE HULl. THERE'Lt BE ONEl 
► ENORMOUS BANG WHEN 4 
THEY EAT RtGHT THROUGH. 





TaU WE HAVE TO DO 15 DRIVE } 

—__ ^^___^A0UR ICE ASTEROID AROUND^^®ö|i_^ 
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DON’T MISS THIS MONTH’S 
OTHER ACTION-PAGKED 




Pictured here are John Clenn (left) shaking hands with Scott Carpenter 
before the latter's three orbit space mission on 24 May, 1962 . Clenn 
pioneered orbital flight for the Americans by making three orbits of the 


Earth on 20 February, 1962, in 4 hours 56 minutes 












